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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Madam: 

This paper is responsive to the Office Action dated May 5, 2009. Claims 25-29, 31 and 
39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as being anticipated by Trionfetti. The remaining claims 
(claims 30, 32-38, 40 and 41) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over 
Trionfetti in view of Golinelli. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. The present application is 
entitled to the September 23, 1996 and October 3, 1995 filing dates of International Application 
PCT/EP96/04147 and Italian Application BO95A000469. An English-language translation of the 
Italian priority application was filed on February 28, 2008. Trionfetti has a prior art date (its U.S. 
filing date) of March 23, 1999, which is after the effective filing dates of the present application. 
Therefore, the rejections based on Trionfetti should be withdrawn. 
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Allowance of the application with claims 25-41 is solicited. 



Dated: May 26, 2009 



Respectfully submitted. 




Mark J. Thronson 

Registration No. 33,082 
DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO LLP 
1825 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006-5403 
202-420-4742 

Attorneys for Applicants 
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